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SI QUID NOVISTI RBCTIFS ISTIS 
CANDIDTJS IMPEETI SI NON HIS TJTEEE MECTIM. 



DISSERTATION I. 



The Evangelist St. Luke, in the preface to his Gospel, has 
seen fit to lay before us his reasons for publishing a new record 
of the Lord Jesus' life. There were already many Sifiyiia-cig of 
doubtful authority, but he would now so write that his friend 
Theophilus might be furnished with facts upon which he could, 
implicitly rely, and hence arrive at a fuller assurance regarding 
those Xoyoi^ in which he had been systematically instructed. * f»'; «»*7^< 

** "^ trtpl Stv Karrj 

2. Again, in his Book of the Acts of the Apostles, when the xh9i* ^h<^ 
same Evangelist introduces Apollos to the notice of his readers, he 
describes him as * mighty in the Scriptures,' and as one who had 

been 'systematically instructed' in *the way' of the Lord.^ «xvui.25,o^ 

3. Once more, we read that when Sergius Paulus, the deputy t^/«^ rod 

" J. t^ Kwpiov. 

at Cyprus, was impressed by the Apostles' preaching, and gave in 
his adherence to the truths proclaimed, he belifeved, startled by 
the SiSaxh of the Lord.* litJ'!^''*^' 

4. Lastly, when Elymas strove to hinder the work begun, and a^^^^^^^j^*' 
to weaken the impression that had been made, we are told *he 

sought to ♦ turn away the Procurator from the faith;' airo rn^ 
-Tr/flrreoy : and when in the sixth chapter we hear of a great multi- 
tude of priests being convinced, it is said of them iirJJKovop rj irlcrrei. 
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A careful comparison of the passages referred to, with many 
others that will come imder review in the following pages, forces 
upon us the conviction that the four terms here employed, 6 \6yo9j 
n SiSa^hy ^ 0S09, and ^ tt/o-t*?, all refer substantially to the same 
thing. Viewed with reference to the speaker who by word of 
mouth rendered an account of what was to be believed, it was 
6 \6yo, ; viewed with reference to the teacher who instructed, or 
the neophyte who received instruction^ it was ^ SiSax^i while as 
it was a summary of those things which were most surely believed^ 
it was ij iri<TTi9 ; and as the line along which all dogmatic exposition 
was to travel, it was ^ 6S69. 

It would happen in the natural course, that as one term became 
(so to speak) the favourite, this term would tend to thrust the 
others out of use ; and accordingly it appears that one of these 
terms, jJ oSo^, did actually cease to be employed very early ; but 
there is abundant evidence of the fact, that, while the organi- 
zation of the infant Church was still imperfect, these four terms 
were used as practically convertible. 

Thus the SiSa^h rod Kvplov of the 1 2th ver. of Acts xiii. is plainly 

the \6y09 rod Kvpiov of the 48th and 49th verses, and as plainly the 

6S6g rod Kvplov of Acts xviii. 25, and the Trla-Ti^ toC YMplov of St. 

James ii. i. 

' Again the 6809 a-an-fjplag of Acts xvi. 17, is clearly the Xoyo^ 

* jude 3. (TWTfipla^ of Acts xiii. 26, and probably the Koivh a-wrripla of St. Jude,* 
« Acta xix. 9. while the oio^y which St. Paul declares he once persecuted, and 

• wapcMwxoCv- which^ we hear certain men spake evil of before the people — 
wVT€i,Actsxiv. can be no other than the Trlairig in which Paul and Barnabas 

23. 

T ai niv oZv besought the men of Pisidia to abide,^ in which the churches 
pl'^^^^^ were confirmed as they increased in number daily,^ the iria-Tig 
"acutvC's.' which St. Paul when he had finished his course glories in having 



kept,® and that which in its later and more expanded form he ' T^' 
refers to agam and again imder the designations of n f^oXh Tim. iv. 

irapaOri'^vi, 6 ttktto^ Xoyo^^ ij vyiaivovaa SiSaa-KoKiay and other names, 

which we shall attempt in the sequel to deal with in fuller 
detail. 

That these four terms refer to a Formulated Summary of Primi- 
tive Christian Doctrine is the first position which this Essay 
attempts to support. 

Such a summary would of course serve more than a single 
purpose. To the preacher of the Kedeemer's truth it was a guide 
and safeguard, keeping him from licence in speculation, and rash- 
ness in assertion. To the anxious enquirer, desirous to ente the 
Church, it was a simple elementary instruction in the primary 
essentials of the Christian Faith. To the newly-baptized believer it 
was a blessed memento of the solemn profession he had made at 
the laver of regeneration, when he had * passed from death unto 
life, and from the power of Satan imto God.' 

Hence it is only what we should expect if the writers of the 
several Epistles appeal to and allude to this summary of Christian 
truth as to a Palladium which each Christian would naturally hold 
very dear. Renegades who had left the Church under the 
presence of persecution are called olSokijuloi irepi rijv irlcmv^ or are said * » Tim. li 

apvovcrOai rhv Trlcmv}^ Timothy is exhorted ay wvIj^ov top koXov ay wva fjfnffjrai mut 

t59 irla-reta^^^ and in the Apocalypse the ayioi are described as those x<^, i t 

« ^ ^'"V* "^ C^ ^ \ ^ r »T'*12 V, 8. Comi 

Oi Tvipovvre^ ra^ evroKa^ rou Ueov Kai Ttiv icKrTiv ivjcrov. Apoc. ii. 13 

ovM Apv^atu 
triariv /iov. 

That something like a dogmatic Confession of Faith was drawn " i Tim. ^ 

up very soon after the ascension of our Lord appears from the 7. ' ^ 

nature of the case more than probable. It is scarcely conceivable ^ ^^^' ^ 
— ^when such prodigious effects were produced by St. Peter's 
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address on the day of Pentecost, and when such an astonishing 

accession of converts was made to the number of the believers, 

— that the new society, by no means blind to the immense destiny 

which was before it, and the mighty work it was to carry out, 

should have remained long without some organized machinery for 

proselytizing, and some discipline for the regulation of its inner 

life . and the display of its necessary activity. 

Accordingly, no sooner do we read that three thousand were 

added to the Church in a single day than we are assured that 

these same new converts continued steadfastly attending to the 

doctrines of the Apostles, and to the common contribution, and to 

" Acts ii. 42, the breaking of bread, and to the prayers.^' The force of the 

i«vT€powT€f r^ article in these passages, however unhappily it was lost sight of 

dvoa^sx^Kot by our revered translators, can by no means be passed over. In 

iLXTo^' "* every single instance the term employed is a technical term, 

^I^€vx««^*"* which subsequently attained an important significance, and if 

'the breaking of bread' must be taken to refer to a religious 

rite, and the Koivwvla must as certainly be assumed to point to 

a general contribution to a common fimd — (such as Macedonia ' 

and Achaia afterwards made for the relief of the poor saints at 

" Acts XV. 26. Jerusalem,^* which the Hebrew Christians were specially ad- 

!• Heb. xiii. monishcd not to neglect,^^ and which the Corinthians are com- 
16. ■ « * • • 

ifl aCor.ix. Diended for having carried out with simple liberality^®) — not 

^^' less certainly must the SiSa^h be understood to refer to an authori- 

tative and dogmatic exposition of the fundamental verities of 
the Christian faith; while by the irpwrev^ai are meant simple 
' forms of prayer, which would be among the very first necessities 
of the multitudes whose awakened consciences, and whose excited 
feelings would require that the outpourings of their emotions 
should be guided, instructed, and controlled, and the worshipper 



preserved from spasmodical utterances apt to run riot into 
wildness and extravagance. 

Nor are allusions to such forms of prayer wanting. When the 
continued growth of the Church had brought with it an increase 
in the number of those distracting engagements which constitute 
the most serious interruptions to the work of an evangelist^ then 
it was seen that the governing body of the Church needed to 
be relieved in some way from, the immense pressure of mere 
business which threatened to embarrass and overwhelm the 
Apostolic College. The diaconate was accordingly instituted. 
To the Deacons was committed the administration of the Koivtavlay 
* but/ said the Twelve, ^ we will give our attention to the prayers 
and to the ministry of the \6yo^!^'' " ^m«» « ly 

That these prayers were, as yet, strictly confined to written ^ «ia«oyi> toO 
forms, from the letter of which it v.a« forbidden to wander, '^f.. 
is far from probable : On the contrary, we read of Epaphras Compare here 
always mentioning the Colossians, and interceding for them in Jwurw^, Rom. 
the prayers which he oflfered up in the Roman Congregations,^ ^H* ' >i.,„. 
of particular directions given to Timothy that the Emperor and f^/.t^^-J^^ 
those in authority should be similarly mentioned in the pubhc wor- ^J^*/*^-*"?* 
ship ; And I cannot doubt that when a special prayer was offered ''«" ^f^^^^x^^^- 
up in the Chinrch for Peter during his imprisonment, a special 
from of words was prepared for the extraordinary occasion;" "Actaxii. 5. 
nor can I at all believe that that most memorable prayer which 
the whole congregation with one accord and one voice offered 
up on the occasion of the release of the Apostles by the Sanhedrim, 
was an extempore prayer, in the sense we now use that word, 
or that it was any other than a prayer previously composed 
and probably distributed for the occasion. Indeed, if really a 
whole congregation could burst forth in such a united act of 
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worship, using the same words by a common uncontrollable 
impulse, then this may well be described, as it has been by . a 
living divine, as * the most stupendous miracle recorded in the 
oracles of God/ 

But in truth nothing is more remarkable in the history of the 
Church than the promptness with which the Apostles set them- 
selves to legislate for special occasions, and the. wisdom they 
exhibit in dealing with diflficulties as they arose. I have already 
alluded to the institution of the order of deacons, but no less 
striking is the ordaining of Barnabas and Saul (Acts xiii.) for the 
extraordinary mission at Antioch ; the provision for allaying the 
prejudice against St. Paul on his last recorded return to Jerusalem ; 
and, above all, the publication of the Soy/xara on the question of 
admitting Gentiles into the fold of Christ. 

» Acts XV. 6 On this occasion^^ we find that the Apostolic College, seeing 

the gravity of the point at issue, and that a crisis in the 
history of the Church had come, hesitated to put forth any 
Canons on their own authority solely, but calling a Council of 
the whole Church at Jerusalem, they solemnly deliberated upon 
. the course to be adopted, and only after long discussion and 
devout enquiry did they finally agree upon the important 
point that was raised. But the Soyfiara once having been 

^1 Acts XV. 22. passed, no time was lost in giving them publicity. ^^ A 
formal copy of the resolution passed at the meeting of the 
Council was committed to Paul, Barnabas, and Silas, and these 
distinguished servants of the Church were at once sent forth 
to promulgate the Canon. In this case there can be no doubt 
that we have the actual words of the letter which the com- 
missioners were furnished with. We are expressly told that 
the decree was disseminated as widely as possible, and that * it 



was imposed upon the several Churches as an ordinance 
binding upon all who were baptized in the name of Christ. 
It is moreover observable that these ordinances were not 
promulgated once, and once only, and that when the special 
occasion had passed, they were forgotten; on the contrary the 
Soy/jLara of the Council at Jerusalem were evidently imposed as 
fundamental conditions of union upon every new Christian 
community which was afterwards admitted into Church mem- 
bership, and more than once we meet with allusions to these 
decrees in Epistles to Churches which were not founded for 
some years after the Council wa^ held. Thus it can scarcely 
be doubted that the irapayyeklai which St. Paxil speaks of 
having given to the Thessalonians, ^ regarding fornication, . " ' ^^^^' 
refer to these early Soyjuara^ for so only can we explain the 
full force of his language, where he says that they had been 
given Sia roS Kvplov 'Itja-oS^ i.e. by the instrumentality of the Lord 
Jesus ; and a large portion of the First Epistle to the Corinthian 
Church appears actually taken up with explaining and enforc- 
ing those very decrees on the subject of fornication, and things 
offered to idols, as against those who assumed that the Soyfiara 
were only meant for such as were * babes in Christ,' and no 
longer binding upon advanced Christians who had risen to the 
apprehension of an esoteric yv5><ri9. 

How then can it be conceived that any time should have 
been lost in drawing up a Confession of Faith for the guidance 
of the teacher and the support of the taught? especially when 
it is remembered that all this wonderful progress — all this 
divine awakening of men's minds, and this eager acceptance of 
Christ, was going on for years before the earliest of our 
Gospels was composed, nay, probably before two of our 
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" \oyl(ofUU 
yaip /Jtfjdey 

rSw xnrlp A.tav 

Si kojL miinijM 

ov ry yviiaut 
dXX* kv muni 
<l)av(pdnrayr€t 
kv vaffiv fU 
itfiSii. Taking 
this view of 
the passage, it 
appears to me 
that the read- 
ing ipaytpd)- 
aavr€$ becomes 
the only intd- 
Ugihle one ; 
the diplomatic 
evidence in its 
favour is over- 
whelming. 



Evangelists were converted to the Faith at all. For it must 
never be forgotten that the growth of the Church was not 
due to the Gospels, but the Gospels ^sprang into being from 
the needs of the Church. 

Hence it appears not so very improbable that the ancient 
tradition of the Apostles' Creed being actually composed by the 
twelve may have some basis of truth to repose on. I have 
already pointed out that the expression SiSa-xij rou Kvplov is to be 
regarded as the equivalent of the 6S09 roS Kvplov : but in the second 
chapter of the Acts, verse 42, we find this term in another form ; 
it is there called SiSaj(fj tS>v aTroa^oXoDVy as though the very first 
work which the Apostles had set themselves to labour at (possibly 
in that awfiil time of suspense and anxious expectation which 
preceded the day of Pentecost) had been the drawing up of some 
short summary of doctrine in conformity with which all the 
teaching of the future should be carried on. And one very 
striking passage in the Second Epistle to the Corinthians, 
which it appears to me commentators so far have misunderstood, 
affords a remarkable confirmation* of this view. In the eleventh 
chapter of the Epistle and the sixth verse, St. Paul is contrasting 
his own claims to be listened to with those put forth by the false 
teachers at Corinth.^ * For,' says he, ' I reckon myself in no respect 
to have fallen short of the chiefest Apostles,' for although an 
unofficial person in regard to the X0709, I am not so in regard 
of the yvwa-igy i. e. in the drawing up of the first elementary 
summary of Christian doctrine I took no part, for I was no 
Apostle then, yet in the fuller and more developed exposition of 
the Faith — ^the yvHa-is — I did take my part, and my apostleship 
was acknowledged. 

This is that X0709 which he subsequently commands Timothy 
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to proclaim^ — K^pv^ov rov \6yov — and to persist in with, all •* «Tim.iv.j. 
patience in teaching (a hendiadys), * because/ he adds, ' the time 
will come when people will not endure the wholesome doc- 
trine, but will choose teachers according to their own fancies/ 
This is that \6yog aKorj9 which the Thessalonians ** are said to « i Thess. 
have received not as a human, but as a divine \6y09, as in truth ' ^' 

it was. This is that \6y09 rov QeoS which the Corinthians ^ !! ^ ^^''- *i^- 

36. 

are reminded did not go out from them, but came to them. 
This is that \6y09 rov Kvplov of which, in writing to the Thessa- 
lonians, the Apostle prays that it may have free course and be 
glorified. Lastly, it is that ti/ito? SiSaxn^ to which at their baptism 
the Roman Christians were handed over, and by virtue of the 
reception of which they were freed from the bondage of sin and 
bound by a new bond to righteousness.^^ " Rom.Ti.17. 

But this passage in the Epistle to the Corinthians, which 
puts in such marked contrast the \6yog (or primary and elementary 
summary of the faith) and the yvSxn^ (or esoteric doctrine to which 
probably the Christian was introduced only after his baptism), 
brings us to a further examination of those passages where the 
yvSa-is is alluded to. 

It must be conceded that, as a technical term, j} yvSocri^ appears 
much more frequently in the Epistles to the Corinthians than 
anywhere else in the New Testament; but, though this might 
suggest the hypothesis that the origin of the term is to be traced 
to the Corinthian Church in the first instance, we do meet with 
it in its technical sense in other Apostolic writings. 

In the Epistles to the Corinthians, however, the passage 
referred to above by no means stands alone. A plain allusion 
to this distinction between the wIo-ti^ and the yvwa-iif is to be 
met with in the thirteenth chapter of the First Epistle, where 

c 
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the commentators, as far as my observation goes, have failed 
to point out the right explanation of the acknowledged difficulty. 
The second verse stands thus : koi iav ex® '7rpo(prrr€lav (observe, 

no definite article) koI iav elSco ra fiva-rripla iravra koi irafrav rrjv 
yvSxTiv Kai iav e^w 'iracrav T^ ttIcttiv oxttc opri fxeQiaTaveiv^ ayaTnjv Se 

(again no definite article) fiij e^w ovOev eifii. The passage should, 
I believe, be thus translated : — * And if I have a gift of prophecy 
and know all the mysteries^ and the whole yvSxn^y and if / hold 
the whole irlcm^ to such an extent as to remove mountains, yet 
have not love, I am nothing/ The elSevai ra fiva-rripia is illus- 
trated by another passage in the eighth chapter, which will be 
discussed hereafter; but the distinction between rhv irlcmv and 
TYiv yvSxriv appears obvious. 

In the first chapter of 'this Epistle a no less evident 
and significant allusion is to be found. At the fifth verse the 

Apostle gives thanks to God otl h ttqi/tJ eTrXovrla-dijTe €v avrf, 
iv iravri Xoyo) kol Traarj yvJxrei KaOws to fxaprvpiov tov XpitTTOV 

e^epaidOri ev v/uliv — i.e. Because ye were enriched by Him* 
in every way, to wit, iv Travrl Xoytp xal Trda-jj yydxrei. That these 
words are extremely difficult of translation is certain ; but not 
less certain is it that the rendering of the Anglican Version is 
untenable, and though I hesitate to translate ' with every Xoyog 
and every yvcSaig/ yet I feel no doubt that the true key to 
the meaning of the expression is to be sought in that marked 



* I regard the first iv-^avn as equivalent to an adverb of manner ; the second 
ircarn is in close concord with Xoy^, and only affected by the preposition in so far as 
it agrees with its noun ; iv avT& is here instrumental, as in £x)m. v. 9, 10, and, as I 
believe, much more frequently in St. Paul than is usually supposed. See EUicott 
on Eph. ii. 13. 
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distinction between the two terms which has been pointed out 
before.* 

A similar allusion to this esoteric yvciatg is observable in the 
second chapter of the Epistle to the Romans. St. Paul is 
there insisting that Jew and Gentile are equally liable to the 
righteous judgment of God. He puts the case thus:^^ — *But "^^m-"!/- 
you call yourself a Jew and rest upon the law, and boast 
yourself in God, and know His will, and are examining 
points of difference, having had your catechising in the law, 
and believe yourself to be a leader of the blind, a light to 
those in darkness, an instructor of the simple, a teacher of 
babes, having your form of the yvoSa-i^ and the truth in the 
law.'^ .... Whatever else the word yvSa-ig may mean, it certainly is 
uot adequately represented by the * knowledge ' of the Anglican 
Version; and here, as elsewhere, the significance of the definite 
article can by no means be passed over. If, however, the 
dXfiOeid here be the Xoyos tjJ? dXijOela^ of the Second of Timothy 
and elsewhere, the iricrroi X6yo9y the Xoyo^ (ron-jy/o/ay, called in the 
Acts (ii. 42) the SiSa^ii tUv dwodroXwv^ then the yvHai^ here,^ as 



& It is quite possible that allusion is made to the existence of distinctive \6yoi or 
yu&(r€is among the conflicting Church parties at Corinth. 

^ Ei b€ av ^lovbaios hrovofiddf kcu iiravcaravfj vo/juj^y jcal Kavxcureu iv 6e^, jcoi yiyvwrKtis ro 
dikrifia, Koi doKifM^cis rh bua^povroy Konjxovfievos c«e rov vdfwv . . . Anything like a 
discussion of the syntactieal difficulties of this passage would of course be beyond my 
province here ; but I feel no doubt, i that the verbs iirovofidCg, iiravcaravjjy and xavxao-ai 
are oZZ to be taken as middle verbs ; \L that hoKifm^eis is to be taken in the sense of 
* testing' or 'examining* (see Bp. EUicott on Eph. v. 10); iii. that ra bia<i>ipovTa, 
whatever else it may mean (dnd how widely different the meanings given to it have 
been may be seen in EUicott, Phil. L 10) cannot here mean 'things which transcend,' 
even though so profound a scholar as Professor lightfoot has so rendered the phrase 
in the parallel passage. 

C 2 
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in the former passage to which attention has been drawn, can 
be no other than the fuller and more expanded sununary of 
the faith which received this technical name. 

One more passage must be noticed in which the same allusion is 
to be found. I refer to the fervent and sublime prayer for the 
Ephesian converts. Here again the significance of the definite article 
is to be insisted on, and the distinction between Trlcm^ and ypwa-i^ to 
be carefully observed ; and here too I believe, as elsewhere, that the 
key to the obscurity of the eighteenth verse is to be found in look- 
ing upon it as containing allusions to the mystical phraseology of 
the Theosophic Formulce with which the half-instructed converts 
of Ephesus (as of Corinth, Colossaa, and elsewhere) would be 
acquainted, and from which deliverance was to be sought by 
giving greater prominence to the ethical element in Christianity. 
The Apostle thus begins : — * ... I bow my knees to the 
Father . . . that he may grant you according to the riches 
of His glory to receive strength by means of His Spirit into the 
inner man, so as for Christ to take up his abode in your heaxts. 
hy means of the faith — being rooted in love as ye are, and having 
had your foundation laid — in order that ye may be thoroughly able 
to comprehend with all the saints what is [the true significance 
of] the breadth, and length, and depth, and height, and [be 
able] to know Christ's love which transcends the yvSxn^, in order 
that [as the final resuW] ye may be filled to all the fulness 
of God/* A beginning might be made when the x/em? was 



A . . . Ko/iTrro rh ySvard fiov rrp6s rov Umpa, . . Xva h^ vfjXv koto. t6 itXovtos 

r^ff d6(rjs avroVf dvm/ici nfmrcuMBrivM buL tov irvevfAaros avrov els r6v eo'Q> SvBpwiroVy Karouajtriu 
t6p Xpiarhv dtoi rrjs m(rT€as iv reus Kopbicug vfxS>v iv dyoTqj €ppt(ci>fjLcvot icai T€$cfie\ui>fi€voiy Ufa 
€(t<rx^iJ7/T€ KoraKaPiaBat trvv ndtriv rois 6yiois ri r6 nXaros kcu /irJKog Koi v^og ical fiaOoSf 
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accepted, when the neophyte put on Christ, and through the yvSa-t^ 
he might make a step in advance, but real progress was first 
made when Christ was accepted with the heart, and when the 
mere intellectual yv£<ris was supplemented by love — the soil in 
which the Christian could alone hope to grow and bring forth 
iruit to the end. 

But as in the case of what I have called the primary or ele- 
mentary summary of Christian doctrine, we find that in the as yet 



yvStvai rt r^v wep/SaXXovcrav rrjs yvwr€»s ayoarrfv rov Xpiorov, ufa nKrfpmOrjrt €is nav rt& 
nXriptofjta rov Gcoi), Eph. iii. 14—19. 

[Few as are the mistakes in Tregelles' text, bis oversights where accents are con- 
cerned are not unfrequent; to irda-i at v. 18 we may add i Cor. x. 11, rv7riic<0£; xv. 5, 
fierhs y xy. 33, xP^Grra ; V. 34, XaX«». But my Mend Mr. Scrivener assures me he has 
collected upwards of a hundred of the same character.] 

With regard to the grammarr of this passage, it will be sufficient to note— L that 

KparaioD^^yai dia rov irvtvfioTos and Korouaja-m rov Xpurrhv Sm ttjs nioreas must necessarily 

be taken as expressing mstrtrnierUalUi/ : the irvev/io is the instrument in one case, 
the nitms in the other; ii that Karouaja-ai is consecuiive upon KparaunBrjvai; iii. that 
iva c^io-xvcn/rc expresses the primary purpose, or result that the prayer has in view ; 
iv. that tva TrXrjpoiSrjTe marks the ultimate purpose ; KardKa^frBcu, indicates intellectual 
apprehension; yvS^vau, experimental fruition. 
What St. Paul prays for is, that the Ephesians may receive Christ into their < heart 

of hearts ; ' they had accepted ' the Faith,' and the beginnings of a sanctifying 

emotion had become manifest, but growth in Christian experience was 

supremely desirable, and this he prays they may attain. 
Why that growth was so desirable he explains : — 

i. Because it would bring profounder insight into the infinite depths of the Divine 

Mysteries with which if the yv&a-eis professed to deal, they would but deal, at 

best, inadequately, 
ii. Because it would bring more intimate personal v/nion with Christ on the emotional 

side, with which the yvaxretr did not even pretend to deal, 
iii. Because the final grand result would be that the convert would attain, at least 

in idea, to the fulness of the Divine Perfection. 
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unsettled condition of church government that summary is called 
by different names, — sometimes it is 6809, sometimes X0709, some- 
times mWi?, — so is it probable that this esoteric yvZa-tg was 
designated by other equivalent terms. We need not go beyond 
the Epistle to the Ephesians itself to be convinced that the term 
» Eph. iiu 4. jULua-T^piov was used as an equivalent of the other term yvSxri^ :*® while 
Meyer'aview from I Cor. XV. 5 1, it would almost sccm that any advanced state- 
sion, ado^r mout was caUcd a /jLvcmipiov, any truth, i.e. for which the babe in 
^s^m'i Christ might not be prepared, though it was meet and right that 
See infra. ^j^^ ^^^^ advaucod Christian should be instructed in it. Thus in 

writing on the subject of the resurrection of the body, St. Paul 

draws attention to what he is about to say on the subject by 

~ iM fwff-Hi^ calling it imvcrrvpiov ;^ in the First Epistle to Timothy, iii. o, he 

I Cor. XV. SI. orders that the deacons must be those €)(ovra9 to ixvartipiov t^? 

irl(XT€a>9 : a few verses later he speaks of to fivtrrnpiov t?p eva-efielag : 
and taking these passages in connection with others in the 
Apostolic writings, nor losing sight of the fact that the expres- 
sion ra ixvcTTYipia t?? ^aaiKem is more than once used by our 
Lord — ^in a sense which certainly supports the view advocated — 
bearing in mind too that the use of the term in the Apocalypse 
can bear this interpretation only — I am irresistibly led to the 
conclusion that the term juLvaTi^piov is in many passages of St. 
Paul a technical term (if the expression may be allowed), the 
equivalent of what is elsewhere called yv&orig — and that both 
refer to the advanced summaries of Christian instruction to 
which, as will appear in the sequel, such frequent allusion is 
made. 

But having arrived at this point, it will be well if I simply 
recapitulate what has been said. 

I. I have pointed out, that at the very beginning of the history 
of the Christian Church we find a formal summgjy of Christian 
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doctrine referred to under four different terms — jJ oSog, jJ SiSaxh, o 

II. That such a summary would be felt as a necessity when 
no written record of our Lord s life existed, and the Christian 
Church was increasing enormously day by day. 

III. That in the general organization of the Church con- 
spicuous wisdom and foresight were exhibited when emergen- 
cies arose, and that it was unlikely (while forms of prayer were 
being composed for special occasions, and an elaborate organization 
of Church poUty was set on foot in the first few months or even 
weeks after the day of Pentecost,) so primary a need as this should 
be left for long unsupplied. 

Lastly, assuming that such a summary of fundamental Christian 
truth was drawn up thus early, that this Xoyog or SiSax}i was but a 
brief summary of primary Christian doctrine; possibly drawn 
up by the Twelve themselves; that the acceptance of this 
Elementary Creed was a condition of baptism; but that supple- 
mentary to this primary summary there appear to have been 
expanded statements of more advanced or esoteric doctrine — 
possibly less generally accepted, probably less universally diffused, 
and certainly less generally imposed ; and that such an expanded 
statement was called yvuKrig or fAvcmipiov, and possibly was known 
by other designations also. 

It remains to consider what fragments of these original formu- 
laries of the Faith are embedded, and may still be traced, in the 
writings of the New Testament. 



DISSERTATION II. 



Let it be conceded that there is a strong d priori probability in 
favour .of the assumption, that a brief summary of the prime 
essentials of the Christian Faith was among the first requisites 
of the Apostolic Church, and that all we know of the prudence, 
decision, and divinely-instructed wisdom exhibited in the ad- 
ministration of that Church, would lead us to expect that such 
a summary was drawn up at a very early period, and was issued 
with the sanction and authority of the Apostles themselves, — and 
a fiirther inferential probability suggests itself. 

If such a summary did exist, and if it be again and again Tnen- 
tioned and referred to, is it not at least extremely probable that in 
the Apostolic writings it should be quoted also i Nay, is it indeed 
conceivable that a ^symbor so dear and so familiar, — around which 
so many solemn associations clustered, and which must necessarily 
have taken so firm a hold upon the memory, — could fail to be 
quoted in the sacred writings addressed to the several Churches of 
the baptized ? 

Let it be remembered that the several Epistles were addressed 
to Christians in every possible grade of spiritual progress : men of 
Home perplexed by Jewish troublers — ^men of Corinth stirred by 

D 
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the wildest excitement of overwrought enthusiasin, and phrenzied 
by notions of the most extravagant antinomianism — ^men of Gralatia, 
BO fickle as to be ready to give up the Faith for some dream of a 
hybrid Christianity, half gospel and half law — ^men of Thessalonica, 
disturbed by expectations of an immediate consummation of all 
things — up to that blameless and simple Philippian Church to 
which the Apostle could write as if the peace of God had rested 
on it, and the atmosphere of a divine joy were peculiarly its own. 
In writing to each and all of these, is it credible that quotation of 
familiar documents could be avoided ? 

And if, on the contrary, it is reasonable to expect to meet with 
such quotation, what better task can we set oiu^elves than, that of 
endeavouring to detect the fragments of the ancient formularies 
embedded in the Apostolic writings. If these have not been duly 
pointed out by others, perhaps it has been only because they have 
not been sought for with an intelligent scrutiny. 

That we have something very like an actual verbatim report of 
an early prayer for a special occasion in the fourth chapter of 
the Acts has been already indicated. ' Miracula non multiplicanda' 
is a canon which it is well for us to bear in mind in the interpre- 
tation of the Scriptures, and if we can reasonably account for the 
appearance of this prayer in the text of St. Luke on the hypothesis 
of the Evangelist having a copy of the original document ready to 
hand, it is imnecessary to resort to the theory of some one having 
reported it to him from memory on the one hand, or of its having 
been dictated to him by verbal inspiration on the other. 

But our business now is mainly with that summary which we 
have seen is called by the various names, \6yo^, iritrn^^ ^^Saxh^ oSo^^ 
a brief summary of credenda (and I should be inclined to think a 
very brief one) which it appears was ofiered for the acceptance of 
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those who were to *put on Christ' at their baptism. Where is 
any quotation from this to be found 1 

In the eighth chapter of the Acts we meet with the story 
of Philip and the eunuch of Candace, queen of Ethiopia, and 
we read of the conversion wrought by the Apostle, and the 
celebration of baptism on that extraordinary occasion. In the 
Textus Keceptus, we find that, in reply to the question of the 

eunuch, t/ KoiKvei fie fiaimcrOijvai ;^ St. Philip answers, ci iriairevei^ e^ *Actsviii.37. 
okfi9 t5? KapSlas e^ea-TiVy and it is added, airoKpiOeh Se elire, Hi<rT€U(0 rov 

viov Tov Qeov etvai rov ^I^<rovv Xpia-rov. Now there is little or no 
doubt that this thirty-seventh verse is an interpolation : the Codex 
Laudianus is the only Uncial MS. in which it is to be found, the 
immense majority of the cursives do not notice it, the early 
versions agree in omitting it, and critical editors without hesitation 
reject it as undoubtedly spurious. But how far back is the 
interpolation to be traced 1 To begin with, the Codex Laudianus Scnvener, in- 
cannot, it seems, be set down to a later date than the end of the Tischendorf, * 
sixth century : But before it could have been received into so splen- 71M, p/cixxviii. 
did an Uncial as E, it must evidently have been accepted without 
question or suspicion for some considerable time. Accordingly, we 
find it quoted by Augustine and Jerome in the fifth century, by 
Pacian in the fourth, by Cyprian in the third, and by Irenaeus in 
the second. * This passage,' says Scrivener, * affords us a curious 
instance of an addition well received in the Western Church 
from the second century downwards, and afterwards making some 
way among the later Greek codices and writers,' (Introduction, 
p. 444). But how did it get interpolated in the first instance 1 
Scrivener's suggestion is doubtless the right one, namely, that it 
was received into the text from the margin, 'where the formula 
wicrreuw rov vlov rov OeoO etvai rov ^Ificrovv Xpiarov had been placed. 
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extrax^ted from some Church ordinal/ Observe how much is implied 
in this hypothesis! ALready, at the end of the second century, we 
find an interpolation received into the text from the margin, and 
that margin a quotation from a service book. But the marginal 
note itself must have been regarded with some kind of reverence, 
and have been somewhat familiar to the memories of the annotator 
and of those in whose -hands he expected his MS. to fall before a 
scribe could have ventured to deal with it so boldly. 

Let it be remembered that before the whole process of intro- 
ducing this interpolation from the service book into the margin, 
and from the margin into the text, could be so complete as that 
Irenseus should quote it from the text without a suspicion of its 
spuriousness, a considerable lapse of time must be conceded ; and 
whether we put the date of IrensBus* death with DodweU as early 
as 167, or with Baronius as late as 205, in any case we are com- 
pelled to allow that, probably at the very beginning of the third 
century, possibly towards the end of the second, we find unmis. 
takable indications of a service book being familiarly known in the 
sub-Apostolic Church (to use an expression of the late Professor 
Blunt) which contained, as one clause of a Primitive Confession of 

Faith, wKTTevw rov vlov rov Ocov eivai top ^\»ja-ovi/ Xpiarov. 

But though this clause be all that Irenaeus quotes of the verse 
now standing in the Teoctus ah omnibus Rejectus^ yet the whole 
verse is found in E, and with a very suggestive variant in the 

reading. Instead of el Tricrreveig e^ o\fj9 t5? KapSlag e^ecrriv^ the 
Laudian MS. reads iav wicrrevetf e^ oXfj^ r^jg KapSlas a-ioOiicrei, Now^ 

although it cannot be doubted that the particle eav is foimd with 
the indicative in the New Testament, yet it is, to say the least, a 
rare construction, and singularly inexplicable here ; but what are 
we to make of the word o-w^jjo-e*? On turning to the Epistle to 
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the Romans we find the true key to the whole matter ; although in 

doing so a wide field of interesting enquiry (too wide to allow of 

our doing more than touch Hghtly upon on the present occasion) is 

opened out to our attention. At the tenth chapter of the Epistle^ ^°™' ^ ^' 

St. Paul is contrasting the Siicaioavvri of the Mosaic Law with the 

SiKaioa-vvt] oflFered under the Gospel, and at the fifth verse he thus 

proceeds : 

" For Moses writes about (ypacpet) the SiKaioavvn which proceeds 
out of the Law, saying {on recitative),* the man that doeth 
these things {avra) shall live by them. But the SiKaioavvfi €k 
iria-rem (a phrase which I leave untranslated advisedly) speaks 
thus wise {ovrw — where note that there is no on recitative — no actual 
quotation), * say not in .thy heart who shall go up to heaven,' i. e. 
to bring Christ down, nor * who shall go down into the abyss," i. e. 
to bring up Christ from the dead; but what does it sayf — The 
phrase is near thee, in thy mouth and in thy memory ; that is, the 
phrase of the Faith, which phrase we proclaim (to pma^ r^g irltrrewg 
o K9jpv(reroiJL€v), saying {on recitative), — (and here observe that the 
particle indicates the commencement of an actual quotation once 

mor^) — iav ofioXoyiia-i^g ev rip CTTOfiarl cov Kvpiov^ltja-ovvy koi iria-reva-fi^ 
€v TJi KapSlq. arov on 6 Geo? avrov ^yeipev ix vcKpZv arwdiia-fi. 



& [Winer barely notices this idiom, which appears to me to play a very important 
part in the Greek Testament, and Mr. Moulton seems strangely to have misunderstood 
Winer's meaning. The translator's footnote at p. 683 has nothing to do with the 
construction which the text is concerned with. In the new edition of Kiihner's Ausf. 
.Gram, der Gr. Sprache (Hanover, 1872), this use of &n is carefully handled, and a 
large number of instances given, § 5Si'4, vol. ii. p. 885. See too Madv. Grk. Syntax 
(Eng. tr.), § 192-6, afld Goodwin's Grk. Moods, § 79.] 

^ [See a valuable note by the lamented Mr. James Biddell, on the expression 
pfjfuia-i re koi 6v6fia(ri, in Plato's Apol. Socrat. c. I.] 
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Here we have the very words of the interpolation of the eighth 
chapter of the Acts ; here the iav and the a-taOia-ei of the Codex 
Laudianus receive their elucidation; in the Acts the iav is un- 
grammatical, here it is perfectly correct ; there there is no mention 
of the confession to be made with the mouth, here the particle 
belongs first to ofAoXoyJja-fj^, next to iricrreia-jii ; there the first clause 
is omitted, though the original particle is retained, the verb being 
slightly altered, possibly from mere carelessness. 

But what is the meaning of this word <ra0i;<rj; or trwOvo-ei 1 
In the account which St. Peter gives of his baptism of Cornelius 
at Csesarea, in the eleventh chapter of the Acts, the Apostle (verse 
thirteen) tells his hearers that on his arrival at Cornelius' house, 
the centurion had reported to him that he had seen an angel, and 
that the angel had bidden him send for Peter, 09 XaXia-ei p^ixara 

irpog ere iv 0I9 (rwQ^crri av Koi Tra? o oiko^ ktov, and that just aS he had 

begun to speak, the Holy Ghost fell on them; and he adds, *I 
remembered the saying {rod pjifiarog) of the Lord, how he said, John 
baptized with water, but ye shall be baptized with the Holy 
Ghost/ Can there be any reasonable doubt that the word o-wS^o-jy 
of the fourteenth verse is the equivalent of the /SaTrricrOia-ea'Oe of 
the sixteenth, and that the pruxara iv dig crwO^a-fi of verse fourteen 
must be explained by the p^ima t5? Tr/errcwf of the tenth chapter of 
the Epistle to the Romans ? 

An interesting parallel to this passage in the eleventh chapter 
of the Acts is afforded in the sixteenth chapter. We there read 
that the jailor in the prison at PhiHppi. alarmed by the earthquake, 
and thinking his prisoners had escaped, was reassured by the pre- 
sence of mind and coolness exhibited by Paul and Silas, and falling 
Actsxvi. 30. down before them said, Kvpioi, rl fie Set iroieiv *lva (ra>6S>y^ *What is it 
necessary for me to c?o in order that I may be saved ?' St. Paul, 
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true to himself and to the principles which he enunciates in the 
Epistle to the Romans, that it was not a question of doing any- 
thing at all, but of profession and believing, replies, TLlcrr&xrov ex J 

Tov ISjupiov ^Iriarovvy koI orcoO^a-^ <rv KOi o otico^ crovy^ * Believe on the Lord * Ver. 31. 

Jesus, and thou mayest be saved, thou and all thy house/ And 
accordingly, after receiving the necessary instruction, for eXaKvja'av 

avT<p TOV \6yov rod Kvplov ^ — ^then efiairrla'Oti avrof xai 01 avrov irames * ^^^' 3^- 

irapaxptji^a.^ The conclusion appears inevitable ; that the ' saving ' • Ver. 33. 
of the one verse answers to the ' Baptism ' of the other, and that 
whether the jailor meant to apply for Baptism or not, (using the ex- 
pression Iva (rwBw)^ St. Paul, at any rate, gave this sense to his words. 
If this view of the passages examined be the correct one, then 
more than one other paasage confessedly difficult is cleared up ; e. g. 
we can understand what St. Paul means, in i Cor. i. 18, by saying 
that the \6yo^ rod a-ravpoS is folly rois aTroWvfjLivois, but a divine 
power ijfjiiv T019 (Tw^ofiepoi^; for the unbaptized were still awoXKu/jLevoiy 
— ^in a state of perdition, — but the baptized were in a state of sal- 
vation, (crcD^oVei/oi). So again in the second Epistle and second 
chapter, making use of the simile of a trirunphant procession, he 

says at the fifteenth verse,^ Kpicrrov evaaSla ea-ixiv tw QeS ev TOii (TtaXp- '' 3 Cor. ii. 15. 

Mei/o£9 Koi iv Toig aTroWv/xivoigj 1. e. to the baptized and the unbaptized, 
to those in a state of salvation and those in a state of perdition. 
For, as TSt, Peter explains to us, ' Just as the ark in the days of 
Noe put into a state of safety^ the eight that were delivered from •iPet.m.21, 
the flood, and so by means of water the few were saved, so its 
antitype. Baptism, v^ay vdv a-co^ei : And hence, too, after the day of 
Pentecost, when that amazing awakening brought thousands to em- 
brace the faith and to put on Christ by baptism, it is said, " the 
Lord added to the Church daily ^' rovg a-u^ojjiivovs ;® for, as St. Paul • Act8ii.47. 
says to Titus, (there too possibly, as is maintained by Professor 
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Liddon, quoting an early Christian document,) iaraxrev ifiag Sia 

XovrpoS TraKiyy€V€<riag^ Tit. iii. 5.* 

I cannot but conclude then, from a comparison of the passages 
cited, that we have in the spurious thirty-seventh verse of the ninth 
chapter of the Acts, a fragment of the Apostolic summary of faith 
designated by the technical terms previously referred to ; and that 
this same clause is again quoted, with greater exactness and verbal 
accuracy, in the tenth chapter of the Epistle to the Romans. 

I turn next to a passage in the First Epistle to the Corinthians, 
where another such quotation is to be found. 
» I Cor. XV. I. In the fifteenth chapter,^® St. Paul, preparing to speak with the 
most solemn emphasis on the subject of the resurrection of the body, 
introduces the subject thus : * I declare imto you, brethren, the 
Gospel which I announced (evrjyyeKicraiJLfiv) to you, which too ye 
received, in which ye had your standing, by means of which too 
ye are in a state of salvation {SioS xai a-d^ea-Oe)^ if ye abide by the 
" word " which I announced to you, unless ye believed in vain/^ 

* Liddon's Bampton Lectures (2nd ed.), p. 328. 

^ The difficulties of the passage are many and perplexing. I must repeat that 
I do not think this the place for discussing them elaborately ; but after long and 
careful consideration I have arrived at the following conclusions : — 

(i.) Twi is to be regarded as a substitution of the interrogative for the relative 
pronoun as at St. Mark xiv. 36, and i Tim. i. 7. [See Green's Gram, of the 
N. T. Dialect, p. 247. Winer, as represented by his translator, p. 210, is 
obscure to the verge of being unintelligible. Compare Soph» El. 1167, and 
Hermann's note as against Jebb ; cp. too Soph. Trach. 339.] 

(ii.) KaT€X€T€ must have the same meaning as at i Cor. xi. 2, and is to be compared 
with fjL€V€iv in such passages as i Tim. ii. 15, and 2 Tim. iii. 14; or with 
irpoafx^iv, Acts xvi. 1 4, and frequently elsewhere, 
(iii.) The strange construction of Kmx^iv, c. dat., though, as far as I know, without 
parallel, is hardly more violent than the use of the same word by Thuc. viii. 28 
, ^ f €v S *Afji6pyris . . . kotux^^ 
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Then he continues to explain what it was which he did transmit 
to them.^^ ' For I delivered to you, as of prime importance (ei/ " Ver. 3. 
irpm-oig), that which I received/ — Eeceived from whom ? — Dean 
Alford (in loco), says, *from the Lord by special revelation/ I 
can by no means accept this view. So far from St. Paul even 
implying anything of the sort, he implies exactly the contrary. 
When, as in the eleventh chapter,^^ he reminds the Corinthians that ^' ^ ^^^' ^' 
he had delivered to them a special and peculiar accoimt of the 
institution of the Lord's Supper, which differs materially Jrom the 
account given by any of the three synoptic Evangelists^ he expressly 
tells them that he received that accoimt airo rod Kvplov. Here the 
inference is just the reverse. No! that which he is alluding to 
in the fifbeenth chapter is clearly something different, viz. the 
elementary and fmidamental doctrines of the primitive faith, which, 
as it was delivered to him at his baptism^ to keep safe, and to 
hold firm, so it was a precious deposit he was bound to baud on to 
others also. And accordingly here, as in the passage of the Romans 
previously discussed, he proceeds to quote this irapaSo<ri9 verbatim, 
introducing the several clauses, as before, by the particle on in iis 
recitative usage. *This is what I received, viz. Christ died for 
our sins according to the Scriptures, and he was buried, and he was 
raised on ihe third day a<;cording to the Scriptures, and he was 
seen by Peter, then by the twelve. . . .' Here I believe the 
actual quotation ceases, and what follows is appended by the Apostle 
as corroborative of the actual clauses of the irapaSoa-i^ cited before ; 
the style changes, from the short sentences above, to a longer and 
more explicit statement the moment the recitative ori ceases to be 
employed. 
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Feeling as I do that a deliberate consideration of the passages 
hitherto discussed will hardly allow any competent student to 
hesitate as to the conclusion to be arrived at, I refrain from 
weakening the argument by introducing any doubtful passage into 
the discussion. 



So far the attempt has been to detect the fragments of the first 
or elementary and fundamental creed, which^ as I have said before, 
there is reason to believe was drawn up by the Apostles shortly 
after the ascension of the Lord. 

I proceed next to an examination of such passages as appear 
to contain quotations from supplementary and more expanded 
statements of Primitive doctrine, regarding which it is reasonable 
to assume that they were of the nature of Esoteric Formulae 
delivered to the Tn<rro\ for their edification and advancement 
in Christian knowledge. 

A less elaborate discussion of these passages will sufiice, as 
they are more numerous than might be expected, and their bearing 
upon the subject under review acquires its main force from the 
amount of cumulative evidence that can be produced. 

The first passage to be noticed is in the thirteenth chapter of 
wRoxn.xiii.8. the Epistlo to the Eomans:^' iinievi firiSev o^e/Xrre, says the 

Apostle at the eighth verse, el fih to aXX^Xov; ayairav, 6 yap ayawZv 

Toi/ €T€pov yofiov ir€ir\vipwK€v. • . . Then, after explaining this, he 
resumes at the tenth verse, irKnpwfia cZv vo/mov ^ ayairiy, adding, koI 
" See Winer, toSto €iS6t€9 tov Kaipov,^^ * and do that, observing the occasion ; ' then 
^ ver. 1 1. follows the quotation indicated by the particle on, viz. : — " 
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i^ Sirvov eyepOtjvcu 
wv yap eyyvrepov 



t ^ 



tifAwv fi trwrripia 
fl 0T€ eirifrreua'afAtv. 
j} pv^ irpoeKoyjrev 
9 Si ifAcpa fjyyiKev. 

'Already 'tis the hoiir to be wakened out of slumber, for 
nearer now is our salvation than when [first] we did believe. Far 
spent is the night, the day is near at hand/ 

Exactly parallel to this is another 'fragment of a Hynm on 
Penitence,' as Professor Liddon calls it,^* quoted in Eph. v. 14 : — ^" Bampton 

^ "■■ Lectures, p. 

Ta ^e iravra eXcy^^^tcva vwo rov (pwros (^avepoyraC ^^ ' 

TTov yap TO <f>av€poviJ,€vov ^Zg icrrip' Sio \iyet 

eyeipe 6 KaOevScov 

Kai avacrra €k tS>v v&cpwv 

KOLi iTri(f>av<r€i croi 6 Xpiarrog. 

. Passing on from the Epistle to the Bomans, we find St. Paul in 
the First Epistle to the Corinthians dealing with certain matters 
with which the controversies in the Corinthian Church were mainly 
concemed,^^ With regard to quarrels between the brethren, he lays " 1 Cor. vi. i. 
down the principle that it is best to 'settle them out of court/ 
With regard to questions of meats dean and undean, and with 
regard to fornication, he takes up the same ground as that occupied 
by the Soy^ara. In both cases, however, he bases his argument 
upon certain assumptions which he takes it for granted that the 
Corinthians would not dispute. Thus at the first verse he says : — 
' Does any of you . • • . venture to go to law before the imjust, 
and not before the saints ? Elnow ye not,^® oi ayioi rov koot/aov " Ver. 3. 
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Kpivova-i;* .... Gontinumg in the same strain, he proceeds: — 

»Ver. 9. *What! know ye not,^® aSixoi Qeod pacrCKeiav ov KKfipovofiticroxKriv \^ 

» ver. 15. Again, while on the subject of fornication, he asks, *Know ye not,*® 
TOL o-dfAara vfiwv fiiXfi ^Lpirrov ; Lastly, he asks once more, at verse 

*^Ver. 19. jg2i '^IjLat, know ye not, ra (rdfiara vjxm vaog roO iv ifiiv ay lou 
irvevfiaTO^ itrriv;^ 

We have here in half a page of writing four several appeals to 
the intimate knowledge of certain profound truths possessed by the 
Corinthians. Consider what these appeals assume. They assume 
that four statements — any one of which might well be regarded as 
' a hard saying ' — had already been accepted as indisputable, — not 
by virtue of their being put forth by the Apostle, but antecedent to 
the writing of the Epistle in which they occur. — ^Now what are 
these statements ? 

(i) The saints shall judge the world, 
(ii.) The unjust shall not inherit the kingdom of God. 
(iii.) Our bodies are the members of Christ, 
(iv.) Our body is the temple of the Holy Ghost. 
Of course it is easy to say that the first of these statements 
is an ' extension to the whole body of believers of that promise 
"St. Luke which our Lord in the first instance gave to the twelve;'^ but 
Matt. xi. 28. surely this is to assume that the Apostle gives the Corinthians 

credit for making an inference from our Lord's words which, at 
least, is not an obvious one. Or, again, it is easy to say that the 
second statement is no more than *the converse of the promise 

A Dean Alford says St. Paul 'appeals to an axiomatic truth 1' The words are 
familiar to us now, but could they have appeared other than very startling ' axioms ' 
to the mass of educated men in the reign of Nero 1 Nevertheless the Apostle does 
appeal to these truths as matters of familiar knowledge among his Corinthian con- 
verts. The question is, ' How had truths Uke these become " axiomatic 1" ' 
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given in the Sermon on the Mount, that the meek shall inherit 
the earthy though here too the assumption is, at least, a bold one, » st. Matt.v. 
that the Corinthians would so omderstand the words. But when ^' 
we come to the third and fourth statements we are introduced to 
a thought quite supplementary to any such promises as occur in 
our Lord's teaching, — a thought, indeed, which could only suggest 
itself after the Lord's death, resurrection and ascension with his 
glorified body. On the other hand, regard these four statements 
as derived from some recognized and authoritative summary of 
things beHeved and received, and St. Paul's appeal to them and 
quotation of them become immediately intelligible, — ^then, and only 
then, they require no explanation and no comment; and so re- 
garded a fresh light is thrown upon those other passages where 
similar assumptions are made and similar appeals resorted to. 
Thus the emphatic repetition of the second of these statements 
at Gal V. 51, and the recurrence of precisely the same expressions 
at Eph. V. 5, acquire a new significance ; and thus too the frequent 
allusion and reference to the mysterious doctrine set forth in the 
third and fourth of these statements, which the Apostolic writings 
contain, is accounted for jmd explained. 

Again, in the eighth chapter of the same Epistle it appears 
to me that much of the obscurity of the first few verses is dispelled 
if it be conceded that the Apostle is referring to and quoting from 
such a * recognized summary' as I am contending for. St. Paul 
thus begins the chapter :^ * With regard then to the idol sacrifices ; " ^ Cor. viii. 
we know that we all have a yi'Scny,— yi/So-t? puflfe up, love builds up. 
If anyone thinks* he has got to know anything,^ not yet has he ^«o«€n7vcw. 

ft Perhaps it would be pressing the force of the perf. infin. too much to translate : 
' If anyone thinks he has perfect knowledge of anything/ and yet I am not sure that 
this is not St. Paul's meaning. 
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got to know anjiihing aa he ought to know it; but if anyone 
love God, he has become known by Him/ 

We have here a contrast drawn between the yvw<ris — which 
{exactly as in the case of the 'n-la-Tii) is treated at one time as 
having an objective existence, and at another as a subjective in- 
tellectual apprehension — and the ayairti, i,e., the sanctified emo- 
tional faculty which appropriates and clings to Christ. The former 
is not to be trusted as our sole guide ; it requires to be controlled 
and directed by the latter. Nevertheless, as regards the matter 
imder discussion, viz. the idol sacrifices, the yvSxris in the main is 
to be taken as our guide ; for, ' We know 

(i.) ovSeu eiSwXov iv Korrfitf^* 

And again, * We know 

(iL) ovSelg 0609 €T€po9 €1 fifi eh' 

And whatever may be asserted of other gods and other lords, yet 

*» I Cor. viii. foT US?^ 

(Ul.j €19 Kjeoi o iraTfjp e^ ov ra iravra Kai tj/Jiei^ €i9 
avToVf Kai €ig Kvpiog iticrovg Ajocoro; oi ov ra 
iravra Koi ijfieig Si* aurov* 



* Howbeit,' he adds, ' the yvSxrii is not granted to all *— 

aXX* ovK 61/ iratriv ^ yvwais.^ 

In these verses again we have three statements made, and each 



^ For this use of iv, compare i Cor. ii. 6, a-txfiiaif XaKovfitv h toXs rcXctW. It is 
hardly necessary to point out that the rendering of our version which represents the 
article as used for the demonstrative {' that knowledge') is untenable. There is no 
instance in the Greek of the New Testament of this use of the article. 

For the sentiment expressed, compare 2 Thess. iii. 2 . . . . ov yap Troiroy ^ iritrru. 
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is appealed to as a matter of intimate knowledge. If it be said 
that the second of these is little more than a quotation from the 
decalogue, and that the first is a reference to the second com- 
mandment likewise, I should not feel any very great reluctance 
to concede the point so far as those two quotations are concerned ; 
but it will certainly not be contended that the sixth verse could 
be derived from any but a Christian source, and that it is an 
actual quotation from such a document as I have before referred 
to seems to me to be obvious. 

Once more, in the eleventh chapter of the First Epistle to the 
Corinthians, a passage which has been before alluded to, St. Paul 
writes, at the twenty-third verse : ^ * For I received from the Lord ^ i Cor. xi. 
that which I also delivered to you, viz. this (on recitative), 
" The Lord Jesus, in the night that He was betrayed, took bread, 
and, after giving thanks. He brake, and said "'.... Then 
follow the remarkable verses which give the Pauline version of 
the institution of the Lord's Supper, ending with the twenty- 
sixth verse ; where the Apostle resumes the argmnent which the 
quotation had interrupted and explains the bearing of that 
quotation upon the subject in hand. What is to be insisted on, 
however, is, that the twenty-third, twenty-fourth, and twenty- 
fifth verses are actual quotations, expressly introduced by that 
same particle of which the Apostle makes such frequent use. 

In the Second Epistle to the Corinthians, there is if possible 
a still more obvious quotation. In the fifth chapter, at the 
thirteenth verse, St. Paul says,®® *with a brave religious scorn,' — «»2Cor.v. 13. 
" For whether we are mad, it is on God's behalf, or whether we 
are of soimd mind, it is on your's ; for Christ's loye constraineth 
us," after deciding this {Kplvavra^ toiJto), viz. (again the particle 

on introduces the quotation), el eh vvep iravnav aireQavev^ apa ol 
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TTOvrey aireOavov' Koi Wep itclvtodv airedavev Iva oi l^Zvrei ^tiKeri iaxrroU 
XSnaiv aXXa tZ virep avrcop airoOavovri koi eyepOivri, *If one died for 

all, then all died, and He did die for all, that the living should 
no more live for themselves, but for Him who died for them 
and rose/ 

The next passage I shall adduce is to be found in the thir- 
»Heb.xiii. 7. teenth chapter of the Epistle to the Hebrews;^ and it is a 

remarkable one, because the document or symbol there quoted is 
designated by the distinctive title ^ mairi^. I allude to the seventh 
verse : 

Mi/J7^iovei/eTe rwv ^yov/JLevav ifiwv, omveg eXaXi/crav vfiiv top \6yop toO 
Oeo5, wi/ dvaQefapovvre^ Ttiv exfiao'iv r^y dva<rTpo(j}ijs fiiixelo'de Tfjv irlcmv' 
'Ij/crovy Xpiairog \6€9 koi trtj/jLepov o avros Koi ctg Tovy cuZva^, 

Adopting the interpretation of exPaa-iv given by Dean Alford, 

though it is far from certain, and bearing in mind that jjn/jLcia-Oai 

is used only once more in the New Testament with an inanimate 

» 3 John II. object, viz. in the Third Epistle of St. John,^ ver. 11, m^ jjlijjloS to 

KOKov, * Do not take evil as your pattern to copy ; ' and that 

fjLijiifn'm is probably never used at all with an inanimate object, 

»» iPet-ui. 13. (unless,'^ in i Pet. iii. 13, we read with Tischendorf, as against 

Lachmann and Tregelles, eav rod ayaOoS /jn/jLtp-ai yevficrOe, * If ye take 
good as your pattern to copy/) — I translate the passage thus : 

* Remember your leaders who spake to you the word of the 
Lord, the end of whose course as ye keep in view, take as your 
pattern the irlcm^^ viz. 

" Je&us Christ, the same yesterday and to-day and for ever." 

Then, in marked contrast, he adds ; * As for various and strange 
teachings, be not carried away by them' Unless the eighth verse 
be regarded as a quotation, I am unable to understand its con- 
nection with what precedes or follows. 
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It is, however, when we enter upon a critical examination 
of the Pastoral Epistles that the evidence in favour of the 
existence of these early formularies, and the number of unmis- 
takable quotations from them, become absolutely overwhelming. 
Nay, the very peculiarity of the language employed, and the 
frequency of the citations, have actually been made the main 
ground of argument for rejecting these Epistles as spurious by 
those barren and hungry critics whose business in Ufe seems to 
be to reduce all belief to a minimum. 

In the Pastoral Epistles there are at least eiffht diflFerent terms 
^ for designati^ L eady ChAtUn fonuvd^ rrfe^ to and 

cited. These are {l) n 'irapayyeXla : (2) ^ SiSacKaXla or ^ vyialvowra 
Siiaa-KaXia or Jj KoKfj SiSaa-xaXia : (3) j} irlm^ : (4) jJ SiSa'Xji : (5) 
i KoK^ oixoKoyia : (6) j} irapaQriKfi or ti K(xKii nrapaOtiKfi (for which 
some, on wholly insufficient evidence, read vapaKaradiKti) : (7) 

TO /JLvtmipiov T^j iri<rT€(a9 or to /xvtrr^piov t?? etJcrcjSc/a? : (8) o iriaros 
\6yos. 

It cannot be denied that there is something very striking in 
the way in which the Apostle, in these his last Epistles, dwells 
again and again upon the importance of adhering to the for- 
mularies which he designates by these peculiar terms. If we 
assume that theise Pastoral Epistles were composed during a 
second imprisonment at Rome, and very shortly before his mar- 
tyrdom, it is no more than reasonable to suppose that between 
the two imprisonments an authoritative (though not necessarily 
inspired) confession of faith or smninary of doctrine, supple- 
mentary to the first and shorter symbol, was drawn up by the 
surviving Apostles and Elders of the Apostolic Churches as a 
safeguard against the troubles' that now began to l£reaten on 
all sides, and hb a sacked deposit which the teachers especially^ 
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and perhaps too the taught^ were charged to keep in trust for 
future times. Be that, however, as it may, here we have in 
these Epistles unmistakable evidence of the existence of some 
such document, from whatever source it emanated, and, as I shall 
now proceed to show, we have unmistakable quotations from it 
in the Epistles themselves. 
I Tim. Hi. 3. In the First Epistle to Timothy,^ i. 3, St Paul expressly states 
that his object in bidding Timothy to remain in Ephesus was 

7j/a nrapayyeiXfif riari fiti €T€poSiSa<rKa\€iP. But how could a man 

be a teacher of a different doctrine unless there were some 
standard from which to differ?* And accordingly, St. Paul im- 
mediately, at verse 5, proceeds to indicate what that standard 

is; he calls it 17 irapayyeXia — ^the evayyeKiov was one thing, the 

vapayyeKla was its supplement and comment — ^and he says that 
the object (to riXoi) of that irapayyeXla was love. Proceeding 
to talk of the law and its province, he says it is concerned with 
the wicked and immoral, and (at the tenth verse) with every- 
thing that is opposed to the wholesome teaching, koi el n h-epov 
T^ vyiaivoi(Tri iiSaaKoXiif : then, breaking out into one of his cha- 
racteristic bursts of adoring gratitude for the miracle of mercy 
» I Tim. ill. wrought upon himself, he says,^ at the fifteenth verse, -jricrroy 6 \0yo9 

Koi ira<rfj9 airo5ox?9 a^'Off^ * Faithftil is the word and worthy of ail 
acceptation,' vi^. (for the ot«, afi so frequently noticed, is here 
again recitative, and marks the quotation), '' Christ Jesus came into 



*• Entirely assenting^ as we must needs do, to the dictum of Hr. Shilleto, — ^that 
yinpog and SKkos are marvellously confounded in Greek'' (Thuc. I. xlyiii. § 2) — an4 
perfectly aware, aa I am, that the Qreek of the New Testament scarcely recognises 
any distinction in meaning in the two adjeetives, I cannot admit that the notion of 
•diversity is even fiuntly lost sight of in the compounds mp&ykmao'os, i Cor. ziv» 21 ; 
irtpoCvyuvy 2 Cor. yi. 14; or ^cpodidao-xoXfiv, i Tim. L 3, and yi 3. 
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the world to save sinners.*' The fifteenth verse can be no other 
than a quotation, the particle on indicating that the citation is a 
verbal one. 

In the second chapter the Apostle is insisting on the neces- 
sity of women being silent in the assemblies of the Church.** "iTim. ii.13. 
* For/ says he, ' Adam was Jirst formed, then Eve. And Adam 
was not the one deceived, but it was the woman who committed 
the transgression when she had been deceived, yet she shall b^ 
saved by the childbirth.' What childbirth? 

The allusion is to the promise given after the fall — ^the first 
announcement of the coming of the Deliverer in the person of 
the Son of Man : * The seed of the woman shall bruise the ser- 
pent's head.' Then St. Paul once more gives a quotation, iav 

fieipODcriv €v viarrei koi ayairfj koi dyiao'/jL^ /Aera craxfypaavvij^ — Trlairq^ 6 
\6yo9,^ 

Of all the stumbles that Robert Stephens made, * inter equi- 
tandimi/ only one seems to me to have been more unfortunate 
than his division of the chapters at this point. The old Lection- 
ory of the Church of England makes the best of the bad blunder 
by ordering that both the second and third chapters should be 
read on the 19th of March, the i8th of July, and the 14th of 
November; but as long as the chapters remain divided as they 
are in our Bibles, the imleamed though thoughtftd reader will 
never cease to marvel how it could be a faithful saying that if 
any one desireth the office of a Bishop he desireth a good 
work! 

The next passage calling for examination is the famous one 
in I Timothy iii 16. This is not the time to enter into any 

A See Shilleto on Thuc. I. 120. 
F 2 
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discussion on the reading of the verse, in4eed o; for Oebi is now 
accepted by ahnost every scholar qualified to have an opinion 
on the point. But how to aocount for the anacoluthon S9 is the 
difficulty ; a difficulty which was felt so much by the early copy- 
ists, that in many copies os was actually altered to o. Treat 
the words that follow as a quotation, and the whole passage 
becomes clear; the fiua-nipiov t59 eucrefiew of verse 16 is the 

fiuamipiov T?5 Triarrew^ of the ninth, and the SiSa(rKaXia KQT €u<T€^eiav 

of chapter vi 3; and these are some of its sayings, 



€(pav€p(ouri . 


. €1/ a-apKif 


iSiKaiwdtj . , 


. . €V TTVeVfAaTlf 


w(l>69j . . . 


, ayyeXoi^y 


eKijpv^Ofi . . 


. €P eOvea-lv, 


€7ri(rT€v6fj . 


. . €V KOa-jULtOy 


av€k^fjL(^Qfl , 


, . €V So^ff. 



Whether this extract may be considered metrical or not I dare 
not presume to decide, but that the whole structure of the passage 
suggests that it was composed with a view to its being used in 
the congregation antiphonally is, to say the least, highly probable. 

This view is strongly confirmed by another quotation in the 
Second Epistle. In the second chapter, at the ninth verse, he says, 
' I am suffering hardship even to imprisonment {imexpi Secr/nZv), but. 
the word of God is not imprisoned (o \6y09 toS Qeov ov SiSerai) ; and 
then at the eleventh verse he adds irKrrog 6 Xoyo?, * faithful is that 
word,' (of course the iricrros is a predicate, and not a mere attribute) ; 
then he quotes it,— 

€1. [70/0] crvvaTreddvojULeVf . . koI o-vi/^ijcro^tei/' i 

ei iiPO/AevojULeVf . . . . . koi avy^aariXeuar.ofievr. _ 

€1 apv^trofAcOa^ ..... KaKcivos apv^trerai ^/xa;' 
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€1 aTri(rTodiuL€Vf ., . • . . CKeivo^ tckfto^ /xivei' 



apvi^a'acrOai iavrov ou Suvarai, * 

For the position of the particle yap in the eleventh verse, there 
is an exact parallel in another quotation in the First Epistle ;^ ** i Tim. iv. 9. 

'n-KTTog o Xoyog koi iracrti^ a7roSo')(tJ9 a^io^, 'Faithfill is the word, 

and it deserves aU acceptation ;' 

eh TOVTO ycLp Kol KOTTiZfiev KOI ov€iSi^6/j.€6ay OTi flKiriKaiJLev hri OeeJ 
Xp>vTty 09 ecTTi (rtorhp iravrZv fioKiaira iriarriovm. 

Only one more quotation remains, but with regard to that 
I confess to a feeling of considerable uncertainty. The passage 
I allude to occurs in the third chapter of the Epistle to Titus, at 
the eighth verse. That there is a quotation is undeniable, for the 
usual formula {'n-iarog 6 \6yoi — ' faithful is the word^), which occurs 
five times in these Pastoral Epistles, indicates this ; but I cannot but 
hesitate to decide whether that formula refers to the words that go 

before, SiKaKoOevre^ tJ cKelvov \CLpiTi KXtjpouofiot yev^OiSofiev kot eXfrlSa 

^«59 atmvlov^ or whether they refer to what follows, <j>povTiS^axri koXZv 

epycov TrpottTTacrOai 01 TreiriairevKOTe^ Oe^?. On the One hand, we are 

reminded of an expression in the Epistle to the Romans, viii. 24, 
tIj yap eXiriSi eoroiOfifAev, * For we were saved (i. e. put into a condition 
of salvation at our baptism) with the hope:' as though jJ eXwig were 
a famiUar term having a. prominent position in the iricrri^ \6y09. 
On the other hand, we cannot overlook the evident repetition of 

the injunction, (fypovrH^eiv KaXa epya irpotcrracrOai, in verse 1 4, 
IxavQaviTwcrav Se Ka\ oi ijfieTepoi xaXZv epyonv irpoicrTaarQai e«V to? 

avayKaia^ Xpeiag. It is not impossible that both the words which 
precede and those which follow the expression ttkttos 6 X0709 may 



& For the omission of yap, see Tisch. and Tregelles. 



38 



* Heurtley's 
Harmonia 
Symbolica, 
Ptefaoe. 



all be extracted from the same document^ and the occurrence of the 
final particle Iva lends colour to this view. 

I have now completed the examination of all these passages in 
the Apostolic writings, which appear to me to be unmistakable 
quotation, from pSve fomute 

It is not to be supposed that any one document contained them 
alL Bather is it much more likely that we have in these passages 
so quoted extracts from compositions differing widely in character 
or perhaps even in authority. Some of these passages must have 
come from 'FormulaB for instruction of Catechumens before 
Baptism, and for customary Behearsal after Baptism, or for the 
Interrogatives used at the actual time of Baptism ;' ^ some frx)m 
the fuller and more expanded expositions of Primitive Doctrine, 
intended for those more advanced in Christian knowledge. Some 
appear to have been derived from Liturgies used in public 
worship, some possibly from directions addressed to the ordained 
officers of the Church. It may be that many more such citations 
remain to be pointed out. I have refrained from adducing any on 
which, as it appears to me, any doubt could be entertained. 

What has become of all these precious documents 1 Alas t 
Swept away for ever — ^the persecutor's zeal too vehement and his 
fixe too scorching to spare them for the later times. One thinks 
of that dreary blank between St. Paul and Irenseus, that barren 
century in the history of the Church when the mists of ungodliness 
made her afraid, and the wonder is not that so * much is tak^i ' 
but that so * much remains/ 

The faith which the Apostles taught, and which the Apostolic 
Chinxsh held sacred and dear, must have perished utterly in a single 
generation if the Lord's presence had not been with the storm* 
tossed bark ; it must have perished utterly if his spirit had not 
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stirred men s hearts to guard the excellent deposit, and watch over 
its substance and its form with a jealous love. Eyen the prosaic 
and unimpassioned IrensBUs rises into eloquence when he speaks of 
the Primitive Creed, Other documents may have gone down into 
silence ; this at any rate has smrvived, and as he rehearses it for 
the confutation of error and the instruction of generations yet 
unborn, he boldly claims for it an antiquity and a catholicity 
which no theory of merely ordinary authorship can explain. With 
his words I conclude, not because what they say bears with any 
special force upon the main subject of this dissertation, but because 
the manner of saying it illustrates so many of the phrases to which 
attention has been drawn, and because the good bishop's language, 
when speaking of the creeds of the Church, appears saturated with 
those very teiTns on the importance of which I have insisted : ^ " s JDf«MBU8 

ToiJto to KTipvyixa irapetXtiipviaj koi ravrtiv riiv iricmv wf irpoe(f>afi€Vf ij ^'i'.®"^*^ *» 

€KK\9i<ria9 Kaiirep iv oXy t£ Koa-fifp Si€<nrapiJL€Vfi iiriiAeXm ^i/Xao-er^, a>f 

€va oTkov oiKovara . • . Koi avfi(l>wpw9 TaSra Kfipvcrcrei Kai oioao'Kei 

Koi irapaSiSoxriVf i>9 €V trro/JLa KeKrnj/nevfj, Kac yap at Kara tjov KO(Tfiov 

SiaX&cTOi av6fioi€u aXX* 17 iwafut r?^ nrapaS6(r€t99 fJ^ia Kai ^ avrii, 

*AXX* aiairep 6 IjXio^ to KTio'tJLa tcS Oeov iy o\(p T(p Koafitp eff xai 6 oirroy 

auTW Koi TO K^pvyjULa T9J9 aX^iOeia^ iravTa'^ (j>aiv€i koi ^orr/JJei vairra^ 

Toiy auOpwfrov^ Toif^ fiouXofnivov^ «V iiriyvwriv aXfiOeia^ ikOeiv, Kai outc o 

iraw SwaT09 ev \oytf t«v iv Tai9 eKKXtjo'iai^ nrpoeaTwrcov erepa Toirrtav epet* 

(ovSeh yap \nrip tov iiiatrKoKov) oSre 6 aarOeviif iv t^ Xoytp iXarrwa-ei Ttjv 

nrapaSoo'iVn 
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